 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Leech Lake Association Meeting Minutes – October 20, 2014

Meeting called to order at 9:30 AM.

Board Members present: Bob Poirier, Pat Mortale, Bob Gisvold, Jane Ekholm, Chuck Allen, Dave Laursen, John Eaton, Steve Mortensen, Gail Tufte, Jeff Brockberg. Absent: Dennis Leff..

Guests: Matt Ward, DNR; Timm Rennecke, COE; Bill Schultz. Board Candidate, Jerry DeMars.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: John Eaton moved to approve with correction to spelling of Endridge Pipeline.  Tufte seconded.  Motion carried..

TREASURER’S REPORT: Dave Laursen reported that LL Association  bank balance at the end of October. was $22,507.09.  Checkbook balance was $6226.53.  There was $806.00 in income from membership renewals and $616.55 in miscellaneous expenses.  Jeff Brockberg moved to approve.  Jane Ekholm seconded.  Motion carried..

DNR REPORT: Matt Ward reported results of 2014 seining, trawling, and gill netting efforts.  Adult walleyes available in good numbers, though perch numbers continuing to trend down.  Due to reduced fishing pressure during 2014, walleye biomass still higher than planned..  Walleye year classes have been above average for eight of past nine years, and this year’s year-class started slow due to cold spring but caught up by fall. (Six-inch length desirable for entering winter.)

Matt reported that a new Advisory Committee will be appointed to provide input to the DNR in managing  the Leech Lake Fishery over the next five years.   The previous Advisory Committee which provided input during the 2010- 2015 time frame ( Dave Laursen and John Eaton were participants) has been dissolved with a new Committee to be formed.  The Leech Lake Association will have one member on the committee plus an alternate.  Some of the newer Leech Lake Association Board Members expressed interest in serving on the new Advisory Committee

AIS UPDATE: John Eaton and Bill Schultz reported on .meetings they had attended regarding on-going AIS efforts.  The Association of Cass County Lakes has applied for grants from the Initiative  Foundation and has been given the go-ahead to submit a formal RFP for grant money by November 15.  Bill Schwartz attended a meeting of the Cass County AIS Task Force which indicated that they may not submit an RFP for funding by the November 15 deadline because of the short deadline and the fact that some of the information required for submittal was difficult to readily obtain.

Bill also reported that Stephanie Shearon, the Cass County AIS coordinator, reported on some of her plans and challenges for AIS inspections next year, including the difficulty of finding inspectors willing to put up with the  hassle of dealing with difficult boat owners,   There is 244K available to hire some 35 inspectors next year.  Goal is to have four washing stations.  Cost is $50 to $85 per boat washing, which boat owners will not be happy to pay

There will be a meeting at the University of Minnesota on AIS issues on November 19, with busses running to the meeting.  Jane suggested  that the LLA reimburse board members who wish to attend the meeting.   There are also AIS meetings in St Cloud on November 20 & 21.

Board members are also invited to attend a land use meeting on  the Leech Lake River Watershed being put on by the MPCA on October 25 at Northern Lights Casino from 5:30 to 9:00 PM.  Jane Ekholm sent out a flyer on this meeting providing details and an agenda.

LAKE SAFETY: Jeff Brockberg and Bob Poirier both reported that with falling Leech Lake waterlevels the Roosevelt Canal is becoming dangerously shallow as one enters the canal from the main lake and that deepening the channel may be necessary yet this fall.  Jeff Brockberg to talk to Dennis Leff and discuss.

WATER LEVELS: Timm Rennecke reported that the lake is at the bottom  of its normal summer band (1294.5 at present), and still being drawn down.  Desired winter water  level is 1293.8. to accommodate spring rain and  snowmelt.

HARBOR VIOLATION?  Pat Mortale investigated the history of the Rogers Point harbor that appears to be causing environmental problems due to half finished construction and run-off into the lake.  Matt Ward will consult with Doug Schultz to make sure this is on the DNR radar.

LLA WEBSITE AND MAILING LIST.  Pat Mortale reported that he had contacted Lee Sand from the Ten Mile Lake Association (TMLA) to discuss how they manage their member lists.  Objective was to compare the system TMLA. uses with the software program being offered for sale by Pingle/Lindquist.  The TMLA solution seems to be superior in that it is a more integrated system that incorporates their website as well as other features.  Pat Mortale to folow-up and make a recommendation to the board.

Pat also has been speaking to the Chamber of Commerce about connecting their website to our own website hosted by  Minnesota Waters.  The COC will charge us $60 for this connection. Jane Ekholm moved that we pay the $60 fee.  Bob Poirier seconded.   Motion carried.

SHINGOBEE ISLAND VARIANCE: Jane Ekholm reported on a variance request from a cabin owner whose cabin is 8 feet from the lake.  He wants to rebuild a larger cabin which would be 20 feet from the lake.    Decision tabled at last zoning meeting, suggesting requestor come up with a different (better) plan.

NEW BOARD MEMBER: Bill Schwartz was unanimously elected to our Board of Directors, replacing Paul Houska,   Welcome aboard, Bill, and thanks for the work you have already been doing in regard to AIS.

CHRISTMAS PARTY: The annual X-mas party will be held on Thursday, December 18.  Chuck to talk to the Ranchhouse to see if new owners can handle, with the retiring Chris’s help. We also need to find a speaker.

JACK SHAFFER: Jane reported the details of Jack’s upcoming funeral and asked the board for permission to plant a tree in his honor.  Bob Gisvold moved to approve.  John Eaton seconded.

Meeting concluded at 12:10.  Next Meeting on November 17.  Minutes by Dave Laursen

